
        

      APPROVED   

 

INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

TOWN OF WOODBRIDGE 

REGULAR MEETING OF  JULY 20, 2016 

 

A regular meeting of the Inland Wetlands Agency for the Town of Woodbridge 

was held on July 20, 2016, in the Central Meeting Room of the Town Hall, 11 

Meetinghouse Lane, Woodbridge, Connecticut. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT: Jack Kurek, Acting Chairman, David Bixler, David 

Speranzini, and Barry Josephs 

ALTERNATES: Joshua Goldberg and Jean Webber 

EXCUSED: Robert Blythe 

ALSO PRESENT:             Terry Gilbertson, Agency Enforcement Officer (AEO) 

Beth Heller, Board of Selectman Liaison 

Tamara Riccitelli, Recording Secretary 

 

Chairman Kurek called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Jean Webber was seated for 

Robert Blythe in his absence. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

DONALD AND CAROL ALBERT:  197 ANSONIA ROAD 

Application for construction of detached garage with lean-to. 

 The application for construction of a detached garage with lean-to was formally 

received.  The application materials included: application form, check for the town and 

state application fees, check for recording the IWA decision on the land records, site 

plan, soils report and proof of notice to the abutting property owners. 

The site is on a public water supply watershed.  Comments dated July 12, 2016 

were received from the Regional Water Authority and were distributed at the meeting. 

The Wepawaug River runs at the toe of the slope of the property. 

No work or site grading is proposed in the onsite wetlands.  As such, staff noted  

that action on the application could be deferred to the Agency’s duly authorized agent. 

 Staff noted that the erosion controls shown on the submitted plans included 

controls for the below proposed deck and hot tub which are not proposed to be 

installed/constructed at this time.  It was staffs recommendation that the scope of the S & 

E control installation should be considered accordingly. 

 Donald and Carol Albert, Applicants, were present to discuss this application with 

the Agency members.  Ms. Albert stated: 

 The property had been surveyed and the wetlands delineated. 

 They were proposing to install a garage and a terrace/deck. 

 The property is hilly. 

 

Mr. Albert added: 

 The proposed building would not have a foundation. 

 It will be a pre-fab type building with a wood floor with a support set on a ¾” 

gravel base so there will be no construction on the property whatsoever and 

also the terrace as well. 

 There is an area onsite that another septic system could be installed should the 

existing one fail. 
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 When they purchased this property, it was said that by past records it was ¾ 

of an acre and that part of the property ended in the middle of the river. When 

the survey was done, it was only 1/3 of an acre. 

 A variance was granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals for the project. 

 

AEO Terry Gilbertson noted that having the wetlands delineated was important 

because they had not been identified before. 

 

Mrs. Albert added: 

 The location of the building is quite a distance from the actual wetlands. 

 There is a line provided there to show where erosion controls would be placed 

to make sure that any disturbances did not go down into the wetlands area. 

 

Chairman Kurek questioned the applicant to see if there was any possibility of 

moving this forward and further away from the wetlands.  Mrs. Albert responded that 

they went to the zoning board of appeals for a variance first. Where the location is shown  

now, is actually pulled forward from its original location, would be at its most compliant 

area in terms of zoning and wetlands.   

 

Mr. Albert stated that there is an existing driveway there already and this will be 

where the gravel will go which is up from the river.   

 

AEO Gilbertson then said that he is concerned that the required demonstration of 

a reserve septic system would be in possible conflict with the notion of pulling the shed 

closer.  Also, for safety purposes, a turnout is important here.  AEO Gilbertson stated he 

is familiar with the site and believed that the only risk to the wetlands would be during 

the construction interval. 

 

Mrs. Albert noted that currently west of the proposed garage it is all lawn and the 

embankment is vegetated.  The plan is to provide some fill in there that would be a select 

fill to get a little bit of leveling off on the  property and then  seed to immediately get it 

stabilized.  The former structure on the site had electricity, but that will need to be 

updated.  The proposed garage comes pre-wired.   

 

Mrs. Albert then explained that if they ever had to install a new septic system it 

would not be dug down but it would be placed on the grade and then filled on top.  Any 

fill that we do now would be select, but at this time she does not know how much fill will 

be needed.  Mr. Bixler noted they would not be needing hundreds of yards of fill but 

rather 10-15 yards. 

 

AEO Gilbertson added that for the garage he believed there would be a 6” fill in 

an area that is 6’ x 2’/3’ area. 

 

Chairman Kurek questioned where the roof on the garage was pitched and where 

the runoff would go.  Mrs. Albert responded that the runoff will go on either side and not 

directly down to the back.   

 

Chairman Kurek then asked if the structure would be going over the existing 

retaining wall or is that wall to be removed removed or extended.  He also asked what it 

is retaining.  Mrs. Albert replied that they are not 100 percent sure what it is retaining, it’s 
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just there and it is not a useful piece of retaining wall.  She added it just seemed to make 

the most sense to take the stones and extend them and add to it.   

 

After discussion, Agency members acted as follows: 

** Mr. Bixler moved to delegate action on the application for 

construction of detached garage with lean-to located at 197 

Ansonia Road to Agency Enforcement Officer, Terry 

Gilbertson with the usual stipulations. 

    ** Mr. Speranzini seconded. 

  ** Voting for:  Kurek, Bixler, Speranzini, Josephs, and Webber 

   ** Opposed:  No one 

   ** Abstained:  No one 

   Unanimous Approval 5-0 

 

RACHELL AND DEREK BYRON:  42 INDIAN TRAIL 

Application for site improvements to lot. 

 The application for site improvements to the existing lot including tree cutting, 

filling and grading was formally received.  No activity was proposed directly in the onsite 

wetlands or stream.  The application materials included: application form, check for the 

state and town application fees, check for recording the IWA decision on the land 

records, site plan, soils report and proof of notice to the abutting property owners. 

 The site is on a public water supply watershed.  No comments have been received 

from the RWA, however the applicant provided the certified mail receipt for notice to the 

RWA. 

 Since site grading and clearing is proposed very close to the onsite watercourse 

staff recommended that the Agency members should review the application with regard 

to the guidelines for protection of stream water quality in the Agency’s regulations, 

Appendices D, E and F (pages were provided for reference).   

 Derek Byron, applicant, was present to discuss this application with the Agency 

members.  Mr. Byron stated: 

 They are proposing to extend their yard in the direction of the wetlands. 

 Right now on the southern side the house there is no yard at all.  The trees 

begin within 5-10’ of the house.   

 There are a number of trees leaning towards the house and they would like to 

take care of those and improve the airflow and create some yard space in the 

back. 

 A soil scientist was engaged to delineate the boundaries of the wetlands.  They 

are proposing to extend, plant grass, following the wetland line that they 

demarcated. 

 Their proposal includes reestablishing the buffer at the wetlands with native 

plantings. 

 The wetland is flagged. 

 

The Agency members discussed with the applicant how when there is clearing “to 

the wetlands line” proposed, it raises red flags and explained that the applicant has time, 

should he decide to do so, revise the plan a little, so that it doesn’t go quite so close to the 

wetlands line.  Having the lawn itself to the line is of concern. The Agency may also 

consider having the clearing limits delineated by either a fence or signage as a 

requirement.    
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AEO Gilbertson commented that it appeared that the construction of the house 

antedated the wetlands act so that the best area of the ground for the septic was foundand 

they put the house behind that.  It is possible that more of the lot was wetlands.  The area 

is in a sense an extension to the river.  It’s not uncommon for the Agency to require either 

a split rail fence and/or wetlands markers to delineate limits of clearing on a lot.  With 

regard to the leaning trees, the Agency certainly would not want the applicant to have any 

unsafe trees imperiling the house.   

 

Mr. Byron commented that they would be fine with some sort of a split-rail fence 

if that was a suggestion but on the other hand, visually we would rather keep the 

connection to the forest and to the wetlands which is a big asset of the house.  That is 

why they had been working with the biologist to specify plantings that will create that 

visual and physical barrier to keep people from walking freely to and from the wetlands 

 

AEO Gilbertson noted that in the past there have been problems with lots having 

creeping disturbances into the wetlands.  He also raised the possibility of having the 

biologist speak to the Agency members regarding some grass management techniques 

that would be used for the project. 

 

Further discussion was deferred until the Agency’s next regular meeting on 

September 21, 2016.  A site visit was also scheduled for Saturday, September 17, 2016 at 

8 a.m.  The Agency members requested the applicant to ask the biologist to be in 

attendance to discuss any questions that they may have and also asked for more 

dimensions to be added to the map prior to the next meeting. The applicant was told that 

the unsafe trees could be taken care of and for them to work with AEO Gilbertson for 

assistance with this.  

 

ROBERT PRYOR:  25 OXBOW LANE 

Application for residential site development of lot. 

 The application for the residential site development of the lot was formally 

received.  While there are no wetlands on the site, site work was proposed within the 

designated upland review area of the wetlands on the adjoining property. 

 The application materials included: application form, letter of consent from the 

owners of record allowing Mr. Pryor to make the application on their behalf, check for 

the state and town application fees, check for recording the IWA decision on the land 

records, site plan and proof of notice to the abutting property owners. 

 The site is on a public water supply watershed.  No comments have been received 

from the RWA. 

 Since no work is proposed in the onsite wetlands, staff noted that action of the 

application could be deferred to the Agency’s duly authorized agent. 

 Robert Pryor, Licensed Professional Engineer and Land Surveyor, representing 

the owners, David and Leah Rite, was present to discuss the application with the Agency 

members.  Mr. Pryor stated: 

 The proposed activity was to develop the last lot in the Oxbow Lane 

subdivision. 

 The property is located in the North East inner corner of the circle, is slightly 

under an acre and a half in area and is an approved building lot in an approved 

subdivision. 

 The lot is undeveloped and wooded. 
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 Regarding the topography of the lot, the high point is in the central northern 

portion of the lot and essentially the lot slopes toward Oxbow Lane and 

toward the west. 

 There are no wetlands on the property. There is a watercourse off the property 

as detailed on the map provided. 

 The neighbor’s sump pump discharges into that watercourse.  

 The central highpoint is just barely covering up large bedrock. 

 The house’s main living quarters would be on the first floor. 

 It would be a 4-bedroom home. 

 The second floor will be a finished space for a dance floor and possibly a 

bathroom. 

 The garage portion of the house has been placed at the high point of the lot.  

Limiting the ability to lower the lot any more. 

 The owner does not wish to blast, so the house will have the open basement 

concept with no enclosed basement space. 

 All the mechanical equipment will have to be on the first floor of the house 

which explains the reason the house footprint is the way it is. 

 The ridgelines run east to west so that there are south facing planes on both 

roofs to allow for the installation of solar panels.  

 At its closest point, the house itself is approximately 76’ away from the 

watercourse and the grading is approximately 58’ away from the wetlands. 

 There is an existing stonewall that runs through the property and it is the  

intent to keep that stonewall in place.  It will sort of act as permanent 

demarcation as far as encroachment towards the wetlands but also provides an 

opportunity at that the southerly end of the development area next to the 

stonewall to construct a small rain garden in there so that the runoff from the 

roof and the lawn areas will be collected and filtered through that rain garden 

before it goes on through the undisturbed area towards the wetlands.   

 Also proposed is a small infiltration area in the front corner of the site to 

provide an opportunity for some infiltration from the water that comes off of 

the driveway.   

 Included with the application is a separate soil erosion control plan that 

consists of silt fence and a construction entrance. 

 There will be some fill to develop the back lawn area for the site.  None of 

that fill is proposed to be in the wetland setback. 

 

AEO Gilbertson commented that he is very familiar with the site and believed that 

the wetlands impacts would be little to none.  Past experiences with stone walls are that 

they actually work as a drain and feels that it is actually a better protectant than any silt 

fence.  He also noted that it is very interesting to use a rain garden but there is always a 

concern about their maintenance. 

 

After discussion, Agency members acted as follows: 

** Mr. Bixler moved to delegate action on the application for 

residential site development of lot located at 25 Oxbow Lane to 

Agency Enforcement Officer, Terry Gilbertson with the usual 

stipulations.  

    ** Mr. Josephs seconded. 

  ** Voting for:  Kurek, Bixler, Speranzini, Josephs, and Webber 
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   ** Opposed:  No one 

   ** Abstained:  No one 

   Unanimous Approval 5-0 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

RECEIPT AND APPROPRIATE ACTION REGARDING THE FOLLOWING 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED BY THE IWA SINCE THE JUNE 15, 2016 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGENCY WHICH IS NOT RELATED TO 

LISTED AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1. Request for DonMar Development for the release of the IWA bond for the 

residential site development of 531 Amity Road. 

A letter requesting the release of the bond for the residential site development of 

531 Amity Road was received from the developer, DonMar Development.  

Agency Enforcement Officer, Terry Gilbertson has inspected the site and made a 

report relative to the bond release request. 

 

After discussion, Agency members acted as follows: 

** Mr. Bixler moved to release the IWA bond for the residential 

site development of 531 Amity Road as requested by DonMar 

Development.  

    ** Mr. Speranzini seconded. 

  ** Voting for:  Kurek, Bixler, Speranzini, Josephs, and Webber 

   ** Opposed:  No one 

   ** Abstained:  No one 

   Unanimous Approval 5-0 

2. Gerald St. Laurent:  220 Seymour Road 

AEO Gilbertson noted that no reports have been received from biologists relative 

to the site. 

 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 

There was no discussion this evening. 

 

DISCUSSION OF COMMISSION GOALS, CHANGES, DIRECTIONS AND 

POSSIBLE REGULATION CHANGES 

There was no discussion this evening. 

 

SCHEDULING OF DATE FOR NEXT IWA SITE INSPECTIONS 

A site visit for 42 Indian Trail was scheduled to be held on Saturday, September 17, 2016 

at 8:00 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Regular Meeting of June 15, 2016 

 ** Mr.  Bixler moved to approve the minutes with correction as noted. 

 ** Mr. Josephs seconded. 

 ** Voting for:  Kurek, Bixler, Speranzini, and Josephs 

 ** Opposed:  No one 

 ** Abstained:  Webber 

          Unanimous Approval 4-0 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 ** Mr. Bixler moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 

 ** Mr. Speranzini seconded. 

 ** Voting for:  Kurek, Bixler, Speranzini, Josephs, and Webber 

 ** Opposed:  No one 

 ** Abstained:  No one 

 Unanimous Approval 5-0 

 

Accordingly, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Ms. Tamara Riccitelli 

Recording Secretary 


