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INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

TOWN OF WOODBRIDGE 

REGULAR MEETING OF  JUNE 15, 2016 

 

A regular meeting of the Inland Wetlands Agency for the Town of Woodbridge 

was held on June 15, 2016, in the Central Meeting Room of the Town Hall, 11 

Meetinghouse Lane, Woodbridge, Connecticut. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT: Robert Blythe, Chairman, Jack Kurek, David Bixler, David 

Speranzini and Barry Josephs 

ALTERNATES: Joshua Goldberg  

EXCUSED: Jean Webber 

ALSO PRESENT:             Terry Gilbertson, Agency Enforcement Officer 

Tamara Riccitelli, Recording Secretary 

 

Chairman Blythe called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

DIANE AND LOUIS RITUCCI:  28 FOX DEN WAY 

Application to renew existing IWA permit for dredging of onsite pond. 

 Note: Chairman Blythe recused himself from this application.  Jack Kurek was 

seated as Chairman and Joshua Goldberg was seated in place of Blythe for this 

application. 

  The application to renew the existing IWA permit for dredging of an onsite pond 

was formally received by the Agency.  Staff noted that the permit could be renewed for a 

period of up to five additional years.  The renewal fee had been paid.  The applicants had 

been told by staff after consultation with the Chairman that they did not need to be 

present at this evening’s meeting since nothing about the issued permit is proposed to be 

changed. 

AEO Terry Gilbertson noted that he was not aware of any issues with the subject 

permit. 

After discussion, Agency members acted as follows: 

** Mr. Bixler moved to renew the existing IWA permit for 

dredging of onsite pond at 28 Fox Den Way. 

    ** Mr. Speranzini seconded. 

  ** Voting for:  Kurek, Bixler, Speranzini, Josephs and Goldberg 

   ** Opposed:  No one 

   ** Abstained:  No one 

   ** Recused: Blythe 

   Unanimous Approval 5-0 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

CRESTVIEW LAKE ASSOCIATION:  20-24 CRESTVIEW DRIVE 

Application to dredge stream channel and delta in lake at stream outlet. 

Note:  Since there was no IWA meeting in May, this application was submitted more than 

35 days in advance of the June 15, 2016 meeting date and hence, in accordance with 

CGS, was considered formally received by the IWA on June 13, 2016. 
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The application materials had been forwarded to the Agency’s Consulting 

Engineer, Robert Criscuolo, for review.  His comments were emailed to all Agency 

members and also emailed to Mr. George Giering on behalf of the Crestview Lake 

Association. 

Also emailed to Mr. Giering were the following comments from Agency members 

based on Agency members review of the submitted materials: 

 How will the dredging be conducted? 

 What are the plans to protect adjacent areas of wetlands as the dredging and 

dumping are undertaken? 

 How were the amounts of material to be removed and deposited calculated? 

 Are there alternatives that have been considered; and if so, why was this 

method chosen? 

 Is there any confirmation from the Crestview Lake Association of support for 

this application? 

 Who is the drainage easement indicated on the subdivision map granted to?  

By whom?  And for what? 

 The submitted plan seems to indicate two distinct areas as adjacent parts of 

the easement.  Is one part for the actual watercourse and the other part for 

something else? 

Because the proposed work would be directly in and abutting a wetlands, the  

Agency must act on the application. 

 Work on the project is recommended to occur in the “dryer” season of the year. 

 

George Giering, was present to discuss the application and answer any questions 

the Agency had.  Mr. Giering provided photos in response to Mr. Bixler’s question to 

show where the silt will be placed and also photos of the area from 2013 and noted: 

 The Association would like to remove the entire island (delta) in the lake. 

 The water is backing up because of the delta and something needs to be done. 

 Bill Greiger is lined up as the contractor. 

 If approved, they are hoping to start sometime at the end of August. 

 They had a meeting with members of the Association and everybody is in 

agreement that they should do something. 

 Mr. Giering hadn’t seen any more silting coming in now. 

 Part of the cost of the project is the lease of a 60’ reach backhoe.   

 The members of the Association will assist in raking and seeding the area to 

stabilize the dredged material. 

 They may be able to build some type of a barrier as the machine backs out so 

that it will keep anything from going back into the ditch.  It would be hard to 

put a silt fence up. 

 

Chairman Blythe asked AEO Gilbertson if he would be comfortable being 

delegated authority, if the Agency approved the general authority to do the dredging, to 

coordinate a pre-work meeting with the contractor.  AEO Gilbertson responded that 

certainly for these sorts of things a pre-excavation meeting has worked out well to make  

decisions on who is doing what and when  the start of the project should be.  He noted it 

would be practical to use some sort of device between the deposited materials on the 

shore and the stream channel and lake so the materials don’t fill back in. 

 

Mr. Giering then added: 
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 There will be a smaller machine brought in that will be used for the actual 

ditch itself. 

 The machine will track on the walkway, a flat surface area that is there now, 

right along the ditch. 

 The intent is to dredge down to 3 feet. 

 

After discussion, Agency members acted as follows: 

** Mr. Kurek moved to approve the application to dredge stream 

channel and delta in lake at stream located at 20-24 Crestview 

Drive subject to the usual stipulations that will also include a 

pre-excavation meeting with the contractor, erosion control 

details to be worked out between the Inland Wetlands 

Enforcement Officer and the contractor, contractor to provide 

a detailed plan/sequence of activities with respect to the soil 

removal, and the time of year for the activity to be decided 

between AEO Gilbertson, the contractor, and the applicant. 

    ** Mr. Speranzini seconded. 

  ** Voting for:  Blythe, Bixler, Kurek, Speranzini, and Josephs 

   ** Opposed:  No one 

   ** Abstained:  No one 

   Unanimous Approval 5-0 

 

BRYANT ESPARO:  220 SEYMOUR ROAD 

Discussion of outstanding issues related to the residential site development of the 

subject property. 

 The Agency had received a written request from property owner and permittee 

Gerald St. Laurent and Mr. Bryant Esparo to come before the Agency to discuss 

outstanding items of the IWA permit for the residential development of the site.  

 No work has been done on the site in several years. 

 Staff had advised Mr. Esparo and Mr. St. Laurent that they should have a 

discussion with the Agency members regarding the status of the permit and the site. 

 

Bryant Esparo and Gerald St. Laurent were present to discuss the site and to 

answer any questions that the Agency might have.  Mr. Esparo noted: 

 The house has been sitting stagnant with no work being done to it. 

 The Wetlands Agency had required that there were some plants that needed to 

be planted and maintained. 

 The existing silt fence needed to be re-installed and maintained. 

 There was a drainage way down the right side of the property that needed to 

be cleared and maintained. 

 That maintenance has fallen by the wayside over the last couple of years. 

 Mr. Esparo provided some photos that were taken to show the site today. 

 The intention is to start construction and finish the home which needs 

sheetrock, installation, kitchen, etc. 

 As a courtesy they wanted to come before the Agency, although they know 

the permit is still in place, to show photographs of what has been completed. 

 New silt fence has been installed. 

 The grass in the front has been cut. 

 A path has been cleared around each plant and the intent is to maintain that. 
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 There were two dead shrubs that will be replaced. 

 There is still a $20,000 bond on the property. 

 There are no plans for the large semi-pervious area between the house and the 

out building to be changed. 

 

Chairman Blythe stated that the permit is still good and basically what is needed 

is to have things caught up on that aren’t current including the required biologist report 

on the state of the required plantings.  It that can be done within the next month so that 

the Agency can have it, then he did not believe that there were other violations out there.   

 

AEO Gilbertson noted that he was not sure that the drainage swale from the state 

road ever was perfected.   

 

Mr. Esparo responded that he believes that Project Engineer John Paul Garcia did 

a drawing for the town and it was approved and that it was installed by Advanced 

Excavation and seems to be functioning. 

 

Chairman Blythe then recommended that the permittee have John Paul Garcia 

review the work that was done and certify that it was done in accordance to the plan that 

he had prepared and also have that work reviewed by Agency Consulting Engineer 

Robert Criscuolo. 

 

Chairman Blythe summarized what is to be done going forward and asked that the 

applicant follow up with what was discussed including the following items:   

a) A biologist report to be provided on the plantings. 

b) Someone looking at the drainage area to be sure that it was built the way it 

was supposed to be built. 

c) Replacement of the couple of dead bushes. 

 

RECEIPT AND APPROPRIATE ACTION REGARDING THE FOLLOWING 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED BY THE IWA SINCE THE APRIL 20, 2016 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGENCY WHICH IS NOT RELATED TO 

LISTED AGENDA ITEMS 

 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 

There was no discussion this evening. 

 

DISCUSSION OF COMMISSION GOALS, CHANGES, DIRECTIONS AND 

POSSIBLE REGULATION CHANGES 

There was no discussion this evening. 

 

SCHEDULING OF DATE FOR NEXT IWA SITE INSPECTIONS 

There are no site inspections scheduled. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Regular Meeting of April 20, 2016 

 ** Mr.  Bixler moved to approve the minutes as submitted. 

 ** Mr. Kurek seconded. 

 ** Voting for:  Bixler, Kurek, Speranzini and Josephs 

 ** Opposed:  No one 
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 ** Abstained:  Blythe 

          Unanimous Approval  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 ** Mr. Bixler moved adjournment at 8:07 p.m. 

 ** Mr. Kurek seconded. 

 ** Voting for:  Blythe, Bixler, Kurek, Speranzini and Josephs 

 ** Opposed:  No one 

 ** Abstained:  No one 

 Unanimous Approval  

 

Accordingly, the meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Ms. Tamara Riccitelli 

Recording Secretary 


