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The January 13, 2016 meeting of the Woodbridge Board of Selectmen was convened at 
6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Central Meeting Room by First Selectman Ellen Scalettar.  
Present:  Ms. Heller, Ms. Jacobs, Ms. Kayne, Ms. Scalettar, Messrs. Anastasio and Dey 
Present for Staff: Mr. Genovese, Administrative Officer/Director of Finance; Mr. Weiner, 
Town Counsel; Ms. Yagla, Assistant Administrative Officer; and Mrs. Shaw, Clerk. 
 
UPDATE FROM STATE DELEGATION 
 
State Senator Gayle Slossberg and Representative Themis Klarides were present.  
Senator Joseph Crisco had another commitment.  
 
Ms. Scalettar thanked Senator Slosberg and Representative Klarides for attending the 
meeting. 
 
Representative Klarides and Senator Slossberg spoke of the two grant applications the 
Town has before the appropriate committees:  The STEAP grant for the Animal Shelter 
and the construction grant for Beecher Road School.  Both have the support of the 
legislators and are in the review process. 
 
Representative Klarides affirmed that though the State has fiscal problems, the elected 
representatives work very hard to fulfill the grant needs of the towns. 
 
Senator Slossberg said that Ms. Scalettar communicates with the legislators about the 
matters that are important to Woodbridge. She also noted that as the Senate Chair of 
Education, she was very involved in the Town receiving the Beecher School 
Construction Grant and is also working with the Board of Education regarding special 
education and other education issues.  Senator Slossberg said that the delegation is 
working to move the credits process for the Virtual Net Metering Projects in Woodbridge 
and other towns.  
 
Ms. Scalettar mentioned that Senator Slossberg organized a conference call today with 
State Superintendents of Education to discuss the issue and costs of special education.  
 
GFOA DISTINGUISHED BUDGET PRESENTATION AWARD FOR THE 2016 
BUDGET 
 
Ms. Scalettar announced that Woodbridge has once again received the Government 
Finance Officers’ Association Distinguished Budget Presentation Award, and that Mr. 
Genovese received special recognition from GFOA for excellence in the preparation of 
the Town’s budget.  She said that she recently spoke with a former OPM employee who 
stated that Woodbridge has the best Finance Director.  
 
Mr. Genovese thanked Ms. Scalettar for her comments and complimented Karen 
Crosby, Budget Analyst, for her work on the budget. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Elizabeth Antonucci, 7 Hazel Terrace, read a statement concerning the parking 
problems on Hazel Terrace caused by the opening of a dance studio at 17 Hazel 
Terrace.  She said that the parking by patrons of the dance studio blocks access to 
homes, and inhibits the passage of road crews and emergency vehicles. She is asking 
that no “parking signs” be installed, and that the dance studio’s permit be reassessed as 
it is not complying with Town Plan & Zoning Parking Regulations. 
 
Mr. Yan, 54 Forest Glen Drive, whose parents live at 14 Hazel Terrace, supported Ms. 
Antonucci’s statement.  He said that Town Plan and Zoning approved the Dance 
Studio’s permit against the concerns of the Hazel Terrace residents. 
 
Deke Hotchkiss, Chair of the Country Club of Woodbridge Commission, referred the 
Board to articles in Golf Digest touting the improvements at the Country Club.  He said 
in 2015, Billy Casper Golf realized $231,000 in golf outings.  He also spoke of the need 
for the Board to make a determination re the pool, because delay jeopardizes pool 
memberships  for the 2016 season. 
 
Robert Hill, 68 Acorn Hill Road, congratulated Mr. Genovese on the GOFA award; 
thanked the Public Works Department for storm preparation; and spoke of Dr. Stella’s 
retirement as of June 30th and noted that he is a role model for future superintendents. 
 
WOODBRIDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
Superintendent Dr. Stella said that he has cherished his 10 years as Woodbridge Board 
of Education Superintendent and spoke of the district’s many accomplishments.  He 
thanked the Boards of Selectmen and Finance for their support, and also the support of 
the many volunteers who give so much of their time to the students and the school. 
 
WEST RIVER/POND LILY DAM/GREENWAY STATUS 
 
Frank DeLeo and Stephanie Ciarleglio updated the Board on the activity of the West 
River Water Shed Management Plan to remove the Pond Lily Dam and the restoration 
of West River.  The dam was first breached in November 2015, and will be removed in 
January and February.  Rip rap will be installed in the river to naturalize the stream bed 
and provide a natural flow to restore the health of the river.  The riverbanks will be 
stabilized; the river allowed to seek a natural course within the stream bed; and a 
greenway is being established.  In April teams will begin removing trash from the river 
bed and the area.   
 
Ms. Ciarleglio noted that removal of the dam is expected to reduce flooding in the south 
east section of Woodbridge.  She also referred to Cardinal Engineering’s 2012 drainage 
study of the Manila/Merritt Avenue area. The study includes recommendations to 
improve drainage in the area to help alleviate water from West Rock Ridge and the 
Wilbur Cross Parkway (Route 15).  
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ENERGY TASK FORCE – RFP for LED LIGHTING – LISA CONNOR 
 
Ms. Connor, Chair of the Clean Energy Task Force, said that the Selectmen approved 
the use of $2,500 for the successful lightbulb exchange that took place in November of 
2015. For the balance of the grant, the Task Force is requesting permission to generate 
an RFP to upgrade to LED lighting in the Library, entrance to the Fire House, upgrade 
of controls, and to have an energy audit done.   
 
The Board of Selectmen did not vote on the request, but by consensus they approved 
the Energy Task Force’s request to prepare and distribute an RFP to upgrade the 
Library’s interior lighting and the Fire House exterior lighting to LED.  
 
HOMELAND SECURITY MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
 
Acting Police Chief Raymond Stuart explained that the FFY2015 Homeland Security 
Grant Program Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) is between the State of 
Connecticut, local municipalities and the five regional fiduciary agents responsible for 
providing programmatic and financial oversight to projects determined to be beneficial 
by the Regional REPTS and the Department of Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security.  The Grant funds purchase equipment for mutual use by the 
participating municipalities. He said that the MOA is done each year as funding 
availability changes on a year to year basis. 
 
The Board of Selectmen VOTED UNANIMOUSLY (Jacobs – Anastasio) to approve the 
following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED, that the Woodbridge Board of Selectmen may enter into with and deliver 
to the State of Connecticut Division of Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection any and all 
documents which it deems to be necessary or appropriate to participate in the FFY 
2015 Homeland Security Grant Program; and 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ellen Scalettar, as First Selectman of the Town of 
Woodbridge, is authorized and directed to execute and deliver any and all documents 
on behalf of the Town of Woodbridge and the Woodbridge Board of Selectmen and to 
do and perform all acts and things which she deems to be necessary or appropriate to 
carry out the terms of such documents, including, but not limited to, executing and 
delivering all agreements and documents contemplated by such documents.  
 
VEHICLE REPLACEMENT – PURCHASE FROM STATE CONTRACT 
 
The Board of Selectmen VOTED UNANIMOUSLY (Heller – Kayne) to authorize the 
Woodbridge Police Department to purchase from the State Contract a vehicle to replace 
one lost in a motor vehicle accident. 
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UPDATE ON FENCE ON WEST ROCK RIDGE OVER TOP OF TUNNEL 
 
Acting Police Chief Raymond Stuart said that the State Department of Transportation 
(“DOT”) Bridge Maintenance Division is responsible for maintaining the fence and the 
gate over the Route 15 tunnel through West Rock.  He said that DOT expects to have 
the fence repaired and the gate locked by January 22, 2016.  Acting Chief Stuart noted 
that the fence and gate are a deterrent to trespassers, but both can be by-passed. 
 
EV CONNECTICUT – AUTHORIZE FIRST SELECTMAN TO ACCEPT GRANT FOR  
AN ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION AT LIBRARY 
 
Ms. Scalettar explained that the Town received a grant for, and installed, a two vehicle 
charging station in the parking lot in front of the new public works building.  The Town 
has received another Grant to fully pay for the installation of another vehicle charging 
station to be located in the side parking lot at the Town Library.  The Library 
Commission has approved the installation of a charging station in the small parking lot. 
 
The Board discussed instead of installing another station in the center of Town to 
research if:  the grant is specific to the Library location; if not, the possibility of locating 
the station on Town Owned Property nearer the parkway, if such property was suitable.  
 
Ms. Scalettar moved and Ms. Heller seconded authorizing the First Selectman to accept 
the EV Connecticut Grant for an electrical vehicle charging station at the Woodbridge 
Town Library with the proviso that if there is suitable Town owned land in a different 
location that the Board will revisit the Grant to see about changing the location. 
 
At this point in the meeting, Mr. Anastasio took ill and the meeting was recessed.  
 
Following the recess where Mr. Anastasio left the meeting – Ms. Scalettar suggested 
that since Selectman Anastasio was not feeling well and left the meeting that the Board 
Table the issue as he was very involved in the discussion.  The motion was withdrawn. 
 
APPROVE RESOLUTION OF ENDORSEMENT – SCRCOG STATE REGIONAL 
PERFORMANCE INCENTIVE PROGRAM GRANTS 
 
The South Central Regional Council of Governments seeks approval of the member 
municipalities to apply for $574,452 in Performance Incentive Grants to (1) develop a 
Planimetric dataset to expand the capacity of the existing regional GIS program; (2) 
compile a Regional Open Space Inventory.  
The Board of Selectmen VOTED UNANIMOUSLY (Jacobs – Heller) to approve the 
following resolution of endorsement: 
 

RESOLUTION OF ENDORSEMENT 
 

The Woodbridge Board of Selectmen hereby endorses the South Central Regional 
Council of Governments’ Regional Performance Incentive Program proposals listed 
below, referenced in Connecticut General Statutes Section 4-124s, (2014 
Supplement).  Such proposals are attached to and made a part of this record. 
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• Regional Planimetric Data Development 
• Regional Open Space Inventory 

COUNTRY CLUB OF WOODBRIDGE UPDATE 
 
Pool – Ms. Scalettar referred to the CCW Pool Calendar (Season) Year Financials 
distributed by Mr. Genovese and said that she believed it was important for the 
Selectmen to have some data prior to the 2017 budget preparation.  She noted that the 
Recreation Commission will discuss a recommendation at the January 25th meeting.  
 
Mr. Genovese said that he reviewed the financial information with Pool Director Anthony 
Taddei.  The information showed that in 2014 there was a deficit of $4,837 and a 
membership of 84.  The 2015 season resulted in a deficit of $36,738 with a membership 
of 62.  He said that there are some shared expenditures between the Pool and the 
CCW budget – such as charges for electricity, water, and the dumpster. 
 
Zoning Question – Ms. Scalettar said that the zoning questions are the most 
fundamental questions that people have with respect to the Country Club property.  If 
changes were made in the zoning at the CCW, how secure would the Town be that the 
property couldn’t be sold or flipped and then changed to some different zoning and to 
what extent would a change in zoning for the CCW be a precedent for other properties 
in Town? Mr. Weiner will update the Board on the permits and zoning for Oak 
Lane/Traditions. 
 
Mr. Weiner reminded Ms. Kayne that at the November meeting she suggested that the 
building be sold as a catering hall and the rest of the property be kept as Town open 
space.  Mr. Weiner said that the Town zoning regulations were changed in 2011 to state 
that a catering hall is permitted in a Class A residential zone only if it is part of a golf 
course of no less than 100 acres. The regulation is very specific. It was also noted that 
the change at Oak Lane was also allowed under a special permit for a catering facility. 
Ms. Kayne’s suggestion therefore, is not permitted unless the zoning regulations are 
changed. 
 
Ms. Scalettar said that to answer other zoning issues, such as how tightly the Town can 
draw the restrictions on the property itself, and whether it would have an impact on 
other properties, the Town has retained an Attorney at Cohen & Wolf who has done this 
work specifically in other towns.  He will prepare an opinion on how best to protect the 
property and how secure the Town can be in taking such actions. 
 
When Ms. Kayne asked why another opinion was sought. Ms. Scalettar said that the 
opinion from Attorney Shansky addressed the issue of “Spot Zoning” only.  This new 
opinion will be a more specific analysis of the residents’ questions and be valuable as 
the Town considers next steps. 
 
The Board reviewed the estimated annual fiscal impact of Option C – single family 
residences vs Option E – active adult cluster development on the CCW property as 
prepared by Mr. Genovese at the request of Selectman Dey.  Option C would generate 
a fiscal impact of negative $449,669 vs Option E, a positive impact of $490,360. 



BOARD OF SELECTMEN                                                                     Approved 
REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 13, 2016                                                                          Page 6 of 10 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/DIRECTOR OF FINANCE’S REPORT 
 
Monthly Report – Mr. Genovese reported that as of December 31, 2015, the revenues 
and expenditures are trending for a budgetary surplus of approximately $125,631 at the 
end of the fiscal year, June 30, 2016. This would result in a projected fund balance of 
$4.3M or 9.38% of the annual projected expenses. 
 
FUNDING REQUESTS 
 
The Board VOTED to recommend the following funding requests to the Board of 
Finance: 
 
#1516-07 – Intradepartmental Transfer    Amount:  $15,000.00 
 To: Public Works Road Maintenance (1310-00/55170) 
 From: Public Works Rentals – Equipment (1310-00/53610) 
 For: Additional tree work as part of the Town’s tree maintenance program. 
(Scalettar – Dey)  Unanimously Approved 
 
#1516-08 - Intradepartmental Transfer    Amount:  $  2,010.00 
 To:   TPZ Engineering (1180-00/52150) 
 From: Department Revenue (1-5-1850/45420) 
 For: Transfer revenue received from application fees to the expense account  

          for payment of consultant fees. 
(Scalettar – Heller)  Unanimously Approved 
 
UNIFIED “WAY FINDING” SIGNS FOR the WOODBRIDGE BUSINESS DISTRICT 
 
Mr. Genovese said that there is approximately a $30,000 balance remaining from the 
STEAP Grant received for the construction of the sidewalks on Lucy Street/Litchfield 
Turnpike.  Directional signs for the area were included in the Grant.  These remaining 
funds will be used to purchase and install “Way Finding” signs to better orient people 
when they exit the parkway into Woodbridge. 
 
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 
Ms. Yagla reported that the committee for a redeveloped website has narrowed the 15 
proposals to two companies.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
8:00 p.m. - The Board of Selectmen VOTED UNANIMOUSLY (Scalettar – Heller) to   
move into Executive Session Pursuant to §1-200(6)(B), Discussion of Pending Litigation  
– Real Estate Tax Appeal – 12 Lunar Drive; i. 2013 – The Gale Group, ii. 2014 –  
Charlmax, LLCl.  Invited to attend the meeting:  Mr. Weiner, Town Counsel; Mr.  
Genovese, Administrative Officer/Director of Finance; and Ms. Quist, Assessor. 
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8:17 p.m. - The Board of Selectmen returned to the regular meeting. No motions were 
made or votes taken in executive session. 
 
ACTION ON MATTER HEARD IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
On a motion made by Selectman Dey, second by Selectman Kayne, it was unanimously 
approved that: 
 

The Town of Woodbridge is authorized to settle the Tax Appeal in Charlmax LLC 
versus the Town of Woodbridge, Docket #NNH-CV15-6055533-S by agreeing to 
a Fair Market Value of the real property known as 12 Lunar Drive, Woodbridge in 
the amount of $750,000.  The settlement of this case (NNH-CV15-6055533-S) is 
condition on the Gale Group Inc. withdrawing its tax appeal against the Town of 
Woodbridge in the Gale Group, Inc. versus Town of Woodbridge, Docket #NNH-
CV14-6047586-S. 

 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 
The Board of Selectmen VOTED UNANIMOUSLY (Scalettar – Heller) to acknowledge 
receipt of the Town Clerk’s Report for the month ending December 31, 2015. 
 
MINUTES 
 
The Board of Selectmen VOTED UNANIMOUSLY (Dey – Heller) to approve the 
minutes of October 14, 2015. 
 
RESIGNATION 
 
The Board acknowledged receipt of Rita Gedansky’s resignation as a member of the 
Amity Regional District #5 Board of Education and thanked her for her many years of 
service to the children of the Amity District as a teacher at the Middle School and 
fourteen years as a member of the Board of Education. 
 
APPOINTMENT 
 
The Board of Selectmen VOTED UNANIMOUSLY (Heller – Jacobs) to appoint Robyn 
Berke to fill the vacancy on the Amity Regional District #5 Board of Education for a term 
ending June 30, 2017. 
 
FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Scalettar reported on her activities since the last meeting. 
 
Economic Development: 

• Attended the Connecticut Economic Resource Council presentation regarding 
economic trends in the State and ideas for Woodbridge 

• With Betsy, visited Woodbridge resident Janet Rosier who operates a college 
consulting service from her home 
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• Met with New Haven Transportation Director to discuss exit 59 improvement, and 
a follow-up meeting with DOT to be sure they are on target for the expedited 
project that they had agreed to do.  The Governor announced that the funding is 
in place 

• Attended the New Haven Chamber of Commerce event, including a legislative 
panel, to be a presence for Woodbridge in the greater economic community 

Community Building Activities 
• Attended the Woodbridge Night Reception at Long Wharf Theater for the play 

“Measure for Measure”.  Ms. Yagla is contacting Long Wharf for Town 
participation in the play planned for the spring. 

Appreciating Town Employees and Volunteers 
Town sponsored holiday events: 

• Attended employee Holiday Luncheon, Board and Commission Holiday Party, 
Beecher Road School Holiday Concert, Woodbridge Volunteer Fire Association 
Meet Santa at the Fire House, Friends of the Library Holiday Reception 

• Attended Chief Gene Marcucci’s retirement reception – Gene has 37 years of 
service with the Police Department, ten years as Chief  

Recognized Rita Gedansky as Person of the Month for her 14 years of service on 
the Amity Board of Education; she also taught at the Amity Middle School for 16 
years 

Other 
• Met with Bethany First Selectman Gorski and Derby Finance Director Sal 

Coppola about support for the STEAP Grant for the Animal Shelter and the 
proportionate share of expenses 

• With Acting Police Chief Ray Stuart and a Security Officer for the State Police 
toured the Town buildings;  the Security Officer will provide security updates; also 
working with Acting Police Chief Stuart to review the Everbridge System (reverse 
911) to be sure it is up-to-date for use in notifying residents in emergencies.  Ms. 
Yagla and Mr. Genovese are investigating its use for internal emergency 
communications (such a delayed openings, etc.) with employees 

• Met with Ms. Yagla and representatives of U.I. Illuminating on the Virtual Net 
Metering issue re the solar array on the capped landfill.  Also spoke with State 
Delegation today requesting their assistance in lifting the limit on the amount of 
power that can be generated with Virtual Net Metering so the program can go 
forward 

 
LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Ms. Scalettar:  Amity Regional Board of Education - elected Bill Blake of Bethany as 
Chairman; Dr. Dumais reported that Amity is looking initiatives to improve security and 
staff response in the event of emergencies at the High School 
 
Ms. Jacobs:  Police Commission – along with the First Selectman witnessed Life 
Saving Awards presented to two Woodbridge Police Officers and a citizen for heroism in 
saving the victim of a vehicle accident/ fire; balance of the meeting was an executive 
session. 
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Commission on the Use of Publicly Owned Properties - Working on guidelines for the 
Fitzgerald Property – installation of benches and the Community Gardens 
Economic Development Commission - Not able to attend meeting. 
 
Ms. Heller:  Fire Commission – the new Engine 7 is being fitted with necessary 
equipment; over 500 people visited with Santa and Mrs. Claus; over 1,000 toys were 
donated to the Yale Toy Closet; Woodbridge Fire Safety Day in memory of Eva Block is 
scheduled for April 9th; the owner of a Peck Hill Road house about to be demolished 
was used for training by the Fire Department; the Board of Finance did not approve 
contingency funds for the repairs to Engine 9 and the repairs are being paid from the 
Department’s budget; as of November 2015 there has been 315 incidents compared to 
306 in the same time period for 2014.  
Human Services Commission – have met with the First Selectman to Develop a 
Strategic Plan for the Senior Center; received over $17,000 in grants that will be applied 
to next year’s budget; delivered holiday baskets; concerned that the project to install a 
bathroom on the senior center level is on hold.  
 
Regarding the Senior Center’s bathroom, Ms. Scalettar said that she have been in 
conversation with the Commissioner of the Department of Housing regarding the 
funding which is under the Small Cities Grant. There is a dispute with the Town’s vendor 
and the funds are on hold until the dispute is resolved.  Mr. Weiner, Town Counsel, is 
working on the matter. 
 
Mr. Dey:  Country Club of Woodbridge Commission did not meet due to conflicts with 
the holidays. 
Conservation Commission met with Sterling Adams regarding the tapping of maple 
trees on the Elderslie Preserve; the Commission is working on an Elderslie Preserve 
open space plan and scheduling the 2016 trail walks. 
Ms. Kayne:  Woodbridge Board of Education – attended the WBOE Finance 
Committee’s meeting to learn about their “zero based budgeting”.   
Recreation Commission – want the Board of Selectmen to decide as soon as possible if 
the Country Club Pool is to be open for the 2016 season. 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEM REQUESTED by Ms. Kayne  
 
The Board voiced no opposition to adding an item to the agenda. 
 
Town e-mail addresses for Selectmen.  Ms. Kayne requested that the members of the 
Board of Selectmen be assigned a Town e-mail address for Board use.  She said that 
she shares an e-mail with her husband and would prefer a secure, dedicated e-mail for 
Board of Selectmen business.  Ms. Kayne said that she discussed the possibility with a 
member of the Freedom of Information Commission at a meeting of The Council of 
Small Towns and he said it was not an unreasonable request and he highly 
recommended it especially for security purposes.  
 
Ms. Scalettar said that by Town policy only employees have Town e-mail addresses 
and she is not aware that they are any more secure than private addresses. She said 
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that Ms. Kayne could create an e-mail address on her own that she only used for Town 
related matters. However it should not be created as a “Town of Woodbridge” e-mail. 
 
Mr. Weiner said that if the Selectmen had Town e-mail addresses, then the other 
Boards and Commissions could request them.  Most importantly he would be concerned 
about transacting business in a way that maybe binds the Town – it may be remote and 
unlikely, but there could be an issue – so Town e-mails addresses are  limited to Town 
employees.  It was also noted that the Town is responsible for the employees use of e-
mail. Mr. Weiner said that legally it would be a mistake to extend Town e-mail to non-
employee individuals. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a non-debatable motion by Ms. Jacobs, seconded by Ms. Heller, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Geraldine S. Shaw, Clerk 


